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From Our NVBS President: 
 
I hope everyone is have a wonderfully beady summer! 
 
For me this has been one of the busiest seasons in my life. I am fulfilling bookings made over 
a year ago and not really thinking the process through, I am finding myself overbooked. Some 
of you may say: it's a nice problem to have, well there is no design time, or make sample time 
or the ability to restock the inventory and then there is my husband who is left home alone, 
and the list goes on!  
 
I will have this issue for most of the remainder year, my goal is to limit myself to no more 

than 6 larger engagements per year, plus my local teaching. And never have another booking two weeks after a large event.   
 
I want to give a shout out to Kristen Ho, check her out in Beadwork's WORD (What Our Readers Did) section, on page 8. 
 
Up for consideration at the September NVBS meeting: 
 

 Restructuring of the membership fees. 
 

Right now we have two types of memberships: Gold $29. and Silver $75. You may check out the details of these 
memberships on nvbs.org.  The goal in this fee structure was to encourage more active membership for the NVBS, as we 
always need help, especially for our bead show-as members received a lower membership fee for volunteering for 
different NVBS activities.  
 
Since we have had no one to volunteer for the running of the 2014 bead show, there will be no show. And we will not 
need all of this volunteer help.  It has been suggested that we go back to our old fee structure with a few changes. 
 
$24. per year early bird special for returning NVBS members if paid by January 31. 
$29. for those rejoining us after the January 31st date. 
$29. for those new members joining us in the fall, and their memberships will run to the end of the year and through the 
following year. 

 

 Reciprocal classes with local bead societies. Other bead societies will be able to take NVBS classes after the initial 
offering to NVBS members. And the same will be offered to us. 

 

 Lower the non-member class price, again available after the NVBS membership offering. This will be decided on a 
class by class basis by the program team.  

 
The NVBS membership will always have first offering of classes and then available class space will be offered to the local 
bead societies BUT NVBS members will need to make their class decisions earlier to avoid disappointment if classes are 
sold out.  NVBS membership will always get first option in classes-BUT you will need to register in a more timely fashion in 
order to avoid disappointment in a class being sold out or needing to cancel because of low enrollment.   

 
If you have any thoughts or suggestions on the membership price restructuring please send me you thoughts by the 1st of 
September to president.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
See you in September, Diane Dennis                              

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

mailto:president.nvbs@yahoo.com
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Report of May Auction 

by Beth Eltinge 

 

The annual auction which the bead society uses to raise money for outreach activities was held on 

Thursday, May 1 at the Vienna Community Center.   By many counts it was a big success, thanks to the effort 

of many of our members.   

 

To start with we had a large number of great items donated to the event.  Thank you to all of you who 

dug through your closets, basements and storage boxes to come up with truly wonderful donations.  This year 

we were especially fortunate to receive a generous donation from a non-member who wished to clean out her 

bead supply in preparation for a move.  We also got a number of excellent kits donated.  In addition, we 

collected many much appreciated donations from vendors at our bead show.    

 

Denise Rivers and I, with help from Suellen Black, sorted, categorized, valued and tagged this 

marvelous collection of goodies.   It took many hours, but it was really a lot of fun.  I credit Denise with a 

fabulous eye for design and color and a great depth of knowledge about beads, beading components and their 

value.   

 

On the night of the auction, we had 33 bidders sign up.  This included several people who are not 

currently members of our society, which is a good way for us to grow our membership.  There was a great team 

on hand the night of the auction to help out.  I hope I do not miss anyone, but the designated work crew 

consisted of Lisa Norton, Diane Dennis, Diana Ivey, Brenda Stone, Lisa St. Marin, Nancy Moats, Tonia 

Wilkins-Schafer, LaVada Del Conte, Mardi Trout, Barbara Holloway, Kris Winner, Larry Mason, Andrea 

Mason, Victoria Lomanno and Dana Cobert.  I want to give special recognition to Lisa Norton for arranging the 

food, Diane Dennis for doing check in, Larry and Andrea Mason for being our treasurers and Mardi Trout for 

heading up the bagging team.  Mardi and Barbara Holloway were especially busy trying to get all the purchases 

bagged in a timely manner, and we will need to change the way we arrange that next year.  They needed a much 

larger space to do the work.  Diana Ivey did a really great job running our raffle and even helped close out the 

silent auction.  It was also great to have Lisa St. Martin back as our lively and knowledgeable auctioneer. 

 

After a night of excited bidding, we were pleased to learn we made over $3,000.  This was more than we 

had hoped for, and we are very, very pleased with the result.  Thank you to all of you who came out and 

supported this event.   I also want to thank Marilu Del Carpio who was unable to come to the auction, but 

helped us greatly by both donating generously and giving us assistance to get organized. 

                                         
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

WANTED ~ Newsletter Editor 
 

Do you know how to use Microsoft Word? 

Can you insert jpgs into a document and have them line up where you want them? 

Do you enjoy searching the web for interesting articles about bead related things? 

Can you donate a little bit of time and energy from home to the NVBS? 

 

Here is a volunteer opportunity - please contact Pam Troutman at Media_Chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 
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THINGS TO DO IN THE SUMMER 

By Marilu Del Carpio 

UBUHLE BEAD WORK EXHIBIT 

 

 
 

I recently visited the Anacostia Community Museum 

and entered the fascinating world of beads of the women 

from the Ubuhle artists’ community of South Africa.  

Ubuhle means “beautiful” and this artists’ community 

was established in 1999 by local resident Bev Gibson 

and master beader Ntombephi Ntombela to empower 

local women with the means to provide for their family 

through their art.   

 

The women have developed a new form of bead art by using a flat surface of the textile (a black fabric) as a 

canvas on which they embroider colored Czech glass beads and re-imagined the longstanding beading tradition 

as a contemporary art form.  The most impressive piece is “The African Crucifixion” – a full wall size tapestry 

of the Crucifixion surrounded by colorful images of their environment and vision of faith.  I am not a religious 

person but when I saw it, I was dumbstruck and had to seat on the floor to be able to take it all in. 

 

There is also a Home Sewn Quilts Exhibit.  Quilts were created by Annie Dennis (1904–1997) and Emma 

Russell (1909–2004). Quilts represent classic American quilt patterns and techniques passed down through five 

generations. This exhibition examines the generational, social, and economic fabric of an African American 

quilting community in rural Mississippi.  

 

Free admission, free parking. 10 am to 5 pm.  Exhibits ends on September 21
st
.  1901 Fort Pl., SE, Washington, 

D.C.  I urged you to visit it. www.anacostia.si.edu 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

http://www.anacostia.si.edu/
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MARJORIE MERRIWEATHER POST’S CARTIER COLLECTION 

 

 

Visit the Hillwood 

Estate Museum & 

Gardens and enjoy the 

most impressive pieces 

of jewelry created by 

Cartier for the socialite 

Marjorie Merriweather 

Post – one of its most 

devoted American 

clients. 

Marjorie Merriweather 

Post frequented the Cartier firm’s three establishments from the 1920s 

through the 1960s. Pierre Cartier, the brother with whom she dealt most 

directly, shared an interest in Russian imperial art and even sold Post her 

first piece of Faberge. Post and Cartier collaborated in designing jewelry 

and accessories for many years, developing and refining her personal style while creating exquisite works of art. 

In the 1920s and 30s, she commissioned a number of picture frames for family photographs, paying attentive 

attention to the materials and colors in order to enhance each portrait.  Sketches from the Cartier archives 

throughout the exhibition illustrate this fruitful partnership.   

The Hillwood Mansion also offers the permanent exhibit of Merriwether’s vast collection of art pieces, mostly 

Russian imperial art outside of Russia and 18
th

 century French decorative art.  After admiring the collections it 

is quite a reward to take a walk through the Gardens, 25 acres of serene landscaped gardens and natural 

woodlands.  My favorite spot - the Japanese Garden.   

The Cartier exhibit will be there through December 2014.  Make it a full day visit and enjoy a nice lunch at the 

café on site. 

Admission $15 and $12 for Seniors, free parking.  4155 Linnean Ave., NW, Washington, D.C., Tuesday thru 

Saturday 10 am to 5 pm.  Open on selected Sundays.  www.hillwoodmuseum.org 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Member Happenings: 
 
Occoquan is the place to find NVBS members.   

 Lisa Norton has joined the shop Gifts4All at River Walk as "The L".  River Walk is located at the right 
end of Mill Street (past Madigan's Restaurant) 

 Pam Troutman has her pieces in Art A La Carte Gallery at 310 Mill Street, two doors up from Off the 
Beading Path. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

http://www.hillwoodmuseum.org/
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My experience at the 2014 Bead and Button Show! 
Diane Dennis 

 

I left for the Bead and Button Show held in Milwaukee Wisconsin on Saturday, May 31st. I flew out with Susan Etkind 

and Amy Katz, Paulette Baron joined up later in the week. Amy, Paulette and myself were teaching at the show. I ran into 

fellow bead society member Linda Horseman at the shopping preview. NVBS was well represented at the show. 

 

I took a two-day very advanced beading class Sunday and Monday from Lana May. I had a wonderful time just being a 

student and learning diagonal peyote. 

 

I began teaching on Sunday night, June 1st with a full class in attendance for my Starfish Pendant. 

 

I personally taught a total of 7 classes, 4 three hour classes and three full day classes, several were full classes and some 

not that well attended. I had two days off in the middle of the week and I was thankful for it. I didn't teach on Wednesday, 

but we had Meet the Teachers night and it was great not teaching the day following after such a busy night. 

 

The Meet the Teachers event was held from 8 to 11pm in the convention center situated between two hotels. The event 

was very well attended by the teaching staff as well as students. It was a very busy night for all and I was grateful to have 

two ladies help me with sales to keep an eye on my samples. 

 

Thursday I roamed the city a bit, it felt good to get out in the sunshine after being inside so much of the week. I had lunch 

at the City Market, the best pastry ever and a wonderful cup of coffee and just sat in QUIET for an hour. And I have say it 

was nice to feel safe walking around Milwaukee, it is a nice place to visit.  

 

On Thursday night the shopping began with the shopping preview! My classes didn't allow much time for shopping so I 

was trying to be strategic and I had a list of things to purchase; all done that night! On Sunday I looked for new things and 

caught up with some craft artists. I purchased gorgeous porcelain beads from Joan Miller, and raku beads from Maku 

Studio. As a seed bead artist I am always looking for new beads in different colors and shapes. Why you ask, because I 

always need more beads! And guess what, I found them! After all I was at a bead show!       

 

It was nice to have a small break in the midst of a busy week and then it was back to teaching the rest of the week.  

 

Friday night Paulette, Amy, and myself met up with some of the other bead teachers. It was awesome to meet Shelly 

Nybakke in person-I am a fan of her work. Visited a bit with Melissa Shippee and Hannah Rosner, and Sylvie 

Landsdowne, another bead artist whose work I have long admired, it was so exciting! 

 

Then Saturday night Paulette, Amy, Susan and I went to the Toho reception. All of the who's who in bead world were in 

attendance. I met more seed bead instructors whose work I greatly admire, Diane Hyde was one! Yummy food and 

Martini's! We all come home with a nice goodie bag of beads.  

 

Then my last day of teaching, Sunday morning I was so tired, whew! And a large class, these brave gals were pretty tired 

also-BUT we worked hard making Starfish! And they did great! I started off teaching at Bead and Button with my Starfish 

Pendant and ended with the Starfish Pendant. 

 

Then time to pack up from the class and check out of our hotel room. Dropped off my bags and went back shopping. 

 

I was so glad to get to the airport to meet up with Amy and Paulette for our flight home on Sunday night, June 8th. What a 

busy whirlwind week and I was so ready to go home and sleep in my bed! 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
NVBS meeting June 5, 2014 
 
Lisa Norton as Vice President opened the meeting and briefly talked about prices for membership. 
Also, that Pam Troutman will take over the newsletter. 
Pam requested that she be an editor only, and that each Board member write an article for each newsletter. 
Every member who does or sees something interesting in the bead world please write an article about it! 
 
Denise Rivers said we raised over $3000.00 at our bead auction. 
 
Nancy Moats thanked everyone that participated in the Girl Scout outreach project. 
 
Nancy Moats was our speaker for the evening.  She brought lots of African trade beads that she had collected during the 
10 years (not consecutive) that she lived there.  All the beads were unique and beautiful.  She brought woven baskets 
and many books about African beads.  She gave a very interesting talk about African trade routes and the different 
materials the beads were made of. 
She passed several pieces around so we could see and feel the different types of beads. 
 
Next some members had a bead swap and many members worked on our Outreach Project - Dress for Success.  And we 
had three new members to help us! 
 
This was our last meeting for the summer, though we do have Melissa Grakowsky-Shippe coming on August 30 and 31 to 
teach an encore workshop. There are a couple of spots left if you are interested. Don't delay and miss out. 

 
Our next meeting will be in September.  Have a great summer and see you then! 
Diana Ivey, Secretary, Northern Virginia Bead Society 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Girl Scouts Outreach Event ~ Diana Ivey 
 
On May 22, 2014 the Girl Scouts had a mother/daughter Bead Blast at Emmanuel Lutheran Church. 
It was organized by Nancy Moats, Denise Rivers, and others.  We had a display of many different types of jewelry, some 
made with unconventional materials such as bike tires and poptops. 
 
Dinner was provided, then we got busy with passing out materials including beads, wires, clasps and glue. 
the first project was a pin with pieces to glue on it.  Then we started on necklaces.  The creativity was beautiful.  Both 
the mothers and daughters made pieces and pictures were taken. 
 
We had ten members helping; Nancy, Denise, Beth, Sarah, Marilu, Helen, Katie, Carolyn, Allison, and me. 
The Girl Scouts thanked us then gave us beautiful pots of petunias. We had lots of fun. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 



 Findings by the Northern Virginia Bead Society   Summer 2014 

A non-profit organization - www.NVBS.org  

 

 

Page 7   

 

 



 Findings by the Northern Virginia Bead Society   Summer 2014 

A non-profit organization - www.NVBS.org  

 

 

Page 8   

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hi - 
 I was searching around looking for influential websites related to rocks and gems, and I came across 
http://www.nvbs.org/.  
I am writing because I thought your membership/visitors might be interested in a lot of the free resources and 
content we've created over the years.  We host an online gem and rock encyclopedia, and numerous articles 
related to all things gemstone and mineral, including a gemology scholarship which we would like to see more 
people applying for.  We've been working on the content since 1996, and I really want to get the word out so 
people know about us and come and use our resources!  Perhaps you could let them know about us with an 
email or a link? Here is a link to our Gem and Mineral Reference Library.   
Likewise, if you have any ideas on how we can work together to promote these materials or if your 
members/visitors are interested in sharing or posting their content on our website, I would welcome the 
chance to exchange ideas! 
      Warm Regards, 
      Christine Garcia, International Gem Society ~ Gemsociety.org 

  

http://www.nvbs.org/
http://www.gemsociety.org/reference-library/
http://gemsociety.org/
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BEADING EVENTS & DATES: 
 

Monthly meetings: 7:00 social, 7:30 meeting, 8:00 speaker 
Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE Vienna, VA 22180 

July & August 2014 

Summer Break - watch Facebook NVBS site for Just Beading events or  

meet with friends on Tuesday nights at Burke Gems and Beads or Star's in Vienna 

 

September 2014 
Diane Dennis (NVBS Member) 

Meeting Thursday September 11th 

Workshop September 13th 

 

October 2014 
Amy Katz, (NVBS Member)  

Meeting Thursday October 9th  

"So you want to write a book?" 

(with her new book and signing) 

 

Laura McCabe 

Meeting is Thursday October 30 

Workshops are October 31, November 1 & 2 

 

The target date for the registration form to 
be up on the NVBS website is August 1st 
 

Classes: 
 
Friday Oct 31st Bouquet de Lavande Necklace 
This delicate necklace takes its inspiration directly from the lavender fields 
in the south of France. Featured for the first time at Chateau Dumas in 
Auty, France this one-day workshop will cover the multitude of techniques 
used to create this beautiful and intricately woven piece. Techniques 
covered include herringbone stitch, peyote stitch, bezeling, and various 
types of surface embellishment. 
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Saturday November 1st Renaissance Revival Necklace 
This elaborately beaded necklace was inspired by an early 17th 
century Flemish chain in the permanent collection of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London. Each flower is 
constructed using an innovative bezeling technique unlike any 
Laura has taught previously, creating an elegant settings for 
the Swarovski dentelle crystal stones which are further 
enhanced with combination stitching petals and surface 
embellishment. Connecters are constructed of circular 
components built using combination stitching. 
 

 
Sunday November 2nd  
Urchin Bracelet  
Taking its inspiration from those deep-sea 
echinoderms, this bracelet captures the unique 
and elegant symmetry of Mother Nature. 
“Urchin” elements contain a cubic zirconia 
stone captured in combination stitching that is 
further enhanced with dimensional 
embellishment. The individual pieces are then linked together with a pearl nestled between each element. 

 

December 2014 
Holiday Party December ? 

 

Business stuff: 
To view or download the current NVBS By-Laws please visit www.nvbs.org/membership/by-laws 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
To view or download NVBS forms, past newsletters, meeting minutes, etc., please visit 

www.nvbs.org/member_files 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Board Meeting Minutes are available upon request.  Just send an e-mail to 
info.nvbs@yahoo.com 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
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NVBS Board & Committee Members’ Email Listing 
 

Diane Dennis President president.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Lisa Norton Vice-President vice_president.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Diana Ivey Secretary info.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Helen Victor Treasurer treasurer.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Vacant Volunteer Chair volunteer_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Nancy Moats Girl Scout Coordinator girlscout_coordinator.nvbs@yahoo.com 

2015- Vacant Auction Coordinator auction_coordinator.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Mardi Trout  Webmaster webmaster.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Pam Troutman Media Chair & Publicist media_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Vacant  Newsletter Editor newsletter.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Paulette Baron Programs Chair programs_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Kristen Ho Program Instructor Liaisons program_instructorliaison.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Susan Etkind Program Logistics program_logistics.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Vacant Hospitality Coordinator hospitality.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Marilu DelCarpio Outreach Chair outreach_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

Please note: A space between words in the e-mail indicates an underscore _ 

 
The Northern Virginia Bead Society (NVBS) was created in February of 1992 and initially had 13 members. We are a non-profit organization. 
 
Our purpose is to encourage members of the community to appreciate and participate in the visual arts through beads. We endeavor to provide a 
network for education opportunities and the exchange of ideas about beads and techniques in beading. 

 

JOIN US AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Everyone welcome! 
Meetings are usually held on the first Thursday of the month at the Vienna Community Center (VCC), 120    Cherry St., SE, Vienna, VA. 

700 p.m.–Social Time                                                                                                
7:30 p.m.–Business 
7:45 p.m.–Program  
 
Our Programs vary from bead history and lore to demonstrations, how-tos, and more.   
Visit our web site at www.nvbs.org for the latest information and our list of speakers and workshops. 
 
Findings Contribution Deadlines:  
Winter - submissions by January 15 – published in February 
Spring – submissions by April 15 – published in May                                      
Summer – submissions by July 15 – published in August                                          
Fall – submissions by October 15 – published in November 
 
Advertising - Single Insertion Rates 
Full Page 7 1/4” x 10” $75 
Half Page, horizontal 7 1/2” x 5”   $55 
Quarter Page, 3 3/4” x 5”   $35 
Business Card, 2” x 3 1/2”    $20 
 
Please send camera-ready copy with payment to NVBS, c/o Findings Editor, PO Box 2258, Vienna, VA 22183-2258 or send a digital JPEG file to 
newsletter.nvbs@yahoo.com (you will be contacted for payment information). 
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