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From Our NVBS President: 
 
Wow, time is flying by and it is time for the 
second newsletter as the NVBS president. I am 
still busy with my business; now getting ready for 
the Bead and Button show, and taking care of my 
husband business needs.  
 
I am so glad that this very long winter seems to be 
coming to a close and some warmer weather 
might be around the corner! But then we do still 
keep getting teased with old man winter. 
 
As the saying goes many hands make the burden 
light! And we have so many talented and giving 
people in the NVBS that make my position a little 
lighter and I could not do it without them. 
 
We had a wonderful workshop with Melissa 
Grakowsky Shippee, so much so that she is 
coming back for an encore! Check the NVBS web 
site for details for this advanced stitching project. 
 
But I am sad to have to say for the first time we 
needed to cancel our April guest instructor 
Melissa Cable for low class enrollment. Please 
remember that we do need for you to sign up as 
early as possible for workshops for our planning 
purposes. We do try and let you know in advance 
who is coming so that you may make your plans 
and budget accordingly. We do realize that things 
do come up and you don't always know what the 
future brings. 
 
American Craft Council Show, Baltimore, February 
2014 
I went for the first time in at least 10 years to the 
ACC (American Craft Council) show in Baltimore, 
MD. I went primarily to visit a dear friend who I 
have not seen in over a year. She is from Texas 
and has been exhibiting her lovely Shibori scarves 
and wraps. You can take a look at Lori's work at: 
www.napsandnightsstudio.com 

 
As I walked the aisles of the show I was quickly 
inspired to write an article for our newsletter on 
art to wear. Being a seed bead artist that creates 
jewelry to be works of wearable art it is very near 
and dear to my heart. As I was at the show on the 
second day of wholesale in the afternoon and the 
show was quiet it gave me opportunity to speak 
with some of the artists. 
 
I met and saw the work of many artists that I have 
admired and followed for many years. It was 
exciting to see the work in person of polymer clay 
artist Kathleen Dustin. What I love about 
Kathleen's work is that she always seems to be 
reinventing herself and she keeps growing as an 
artist and not stopping in the past where she has 
received success. www.KathleenDustin.com  
 
I met for the first time bead artist Elizabeth 
Farber, her work is breath taking! For the most 
part she is a seed bead artist, but she takes her 
work to a level that I have not seen before using 
semi-precious and precious stones, real gold seed 
beads and the finest gold bugle beads that I have 
ever seen. Most of her work is one of a kind. She 
was an amazing lady to speak with. 
www.elizabethfarber.com 
 
Another gal who I met briefly at the Bead and 
Button show at meet the teachers night and so 
admired her work is bead artist Kathy King. It was 
so exciting to have a small window of time to talk 
with her about her quilled beadwork. Her work 
with quilling beads is so different and cutting edge 
and some of the most amazing beadwork that I 
have seen anywhere. She is well published and 
has been featured in Bead and Button magazine. 
It was so much fun to talk with Kathy about 
beading in general, she such a delightful gal to 
spend a little bit of time with. 
www.kathykingjewelry.com 
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I was also able to meet other fellow artists that I 
was drawn to because of those little shiny things 
called BEADS! One artist used seed beads to add 
sparkle to felting. I was also drawn to the work of 
Wendy McAllister, whose work from a distance 
looked like beadwork, but on close up inspection 
was fine enameled work on a grid type base. 
www.wendymcallister.com. 
 
It was wonderful seeing the art of beading at the 
show. I tried for many years to get accepted into 
the show. At the time they only accepted one or 
two seed bead artist. 
 
And then on to the others, of whom their attitude 
left me puzzled. For the most part us beaders are 
a friendly and sharing bunch. A seed beads artist 
whose work that I first saw in a catalog a few 
years back, someone who I really wanted to meet 
in person and see her amazing beadwork-well she 
just was not very nice. I introduced myself to her, 
gave her my business card (I was wearing a piece 
of my beadwork) and told her that I was excited 
to meet her and that I have been admiring her 
work for several years and that I was planning to 
write an article for our NVBS newsletter on art to 
wear (as I did with all of the artists I spoke with) 
she hands me her card turns and walks away from 
me with a grunt. Wow was all I thought-how 
rude! 
 
Then it happened again during retail day. I waited 
until a bead artist’s booth was quiet and made my 
introductions. This artist’s assistant was 
delightful; the artist well- she was not so nice  (I 
am being kind on this one), she turned and 
walked away from me. This artist is greatly 
admired in the beading community and whose 
work has been considered pretty revolutionary in 
the field of beading. As I was looking at her work, 
and I was shocked at how I was treated frankly, I 
noticed some things about her work, lovely well-
made AND she has nothing new. Everything she 

had in her booth has been displayed on the web 
for the past 3-4 years, in all fairness I did check 
out her web site and she does have some new 
pieces but for some reason she did not have them 
on display at the show.  
 
This is how these last two gals made me feel/how 
they treated me was as if the only sole reason I 
was at their booths was to copy their work. If they 
would get real with themselves and think-
everything and I mean everything they had in 
their booths has been already seen online and in 
catalogs for several years at this point and if their 
work was to be copied it had already has been 
copied.  
 
A fellow seed beader exhibiting at the show, some 
one that I have known for years was really 
insulted by a lady who said that she (my beady 
friend) was obviously copying the work of one of 
the other said artists work. She said she was really 
hurt and asked me; since when did dimensional 
right angle weave solely belong to one person 
considering one does not own the stitch? 
 
A funny thing is that I noticed some of these 
people, because of their national recognition act if 
they have arrived permanently and don't need to 
keep creating new designs-the fact is; and this is 
my opinion their work although magnificent is 
stale in bead world. Maybe it takes longer for the 
buying public to realize this-I don't know. And 
many others despite national recognition keep on 
coming up with exciting and new works of 
wearable art and are kind and sharing of heart. 
 
As long as my schedule will allow, I am planning 
on putting the ACC show back on my must do list. 
I will say the economy has hit them also; it 
seemed to me that the show is smaller than when 
I visited in the past, but it still in my humble 
option, the American Craft Council show still 
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remains one of the best shows in wearable, 
functional and dimensional art forms. 
 
And yes, I did buy something. And in all honesty I 
could have spent a fortune. I purchased a 
beautiful tunic top. I really wanted a few more 
things from this clothing artist-but I will have to 
budget for that next year! 
 
Happy beading, 
Diane Dennis 

                              
 
                                         
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

                          

  

 
Browsing through the winter 
2014 Dulles Gem and Jewelry 
Expo/L R Norton  
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Pictures taken BY Nancy Moats from the Girl Scout 
Bead  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

The meeting was held at The Vienna Community 
Center at 7:00pm. 

 
The business meeting was from 7-7:30. 

 
Nancy Moats is our Girl Scout Coordinator. On March 
22, 2014 there will be a special workshop for the girls 

and their mothers.  The Bead Blast will be from 12:00 - 
4:00.  The girls should be able to make a bracelet, 

necklaces, and crazy pins. 
Helpers will be needed to help set up, take down, and 

help with crimping. Snacks will be provided for the 
early bird helpers. Helpers need to park on portico side 

at the Emmanuel Lutheran Church and go to the 
fellowship hall.  Helpers should bring some basic tools. 

On May 10, 
2014 there 

will be 
classes 
"Bead 

Bootcamp" 
for 

beginning 
beaders, 

such as right 
angle weave, peyote, and brick stitch. 

More information will be coming on these 
classes. 

The Bead Auction is May 1,2014.  Don't forget to 
donate and more workers are needed. It will be 

held at the Vienna Community Center at 7:00. 
MEMBERS OR NOT, EVERYONE IS WELCOME! PLEASE 

ATTEND! 
 

Helen, our treasurer, said a final financial report will 
be available soon. 

 
Melissa Graokowsky-Shippee was our guest speaker 

and instructor for April 7,8, and 9, 2014 that were 
taught at the Vienna Arts Center. Her speech was very 

interesting as she described how she got started in 
beading. 

The beading classes were great fun. We are looking 
forward to her return visit. 

Please think about joining our group.  We have lots of 
fun and prices are cheaper for classes. 

********** 
April Minutes: 

The meeting was held at The Vienna Community 
Center at 7:00pm. 

The business meeting was from 7-7:30. 
 

Nancy Moats is our Girl Scout Coordinator. On 
March 22, 2014 there will be a special workshop 
for the girls and their mothers.  The Bead Blast 

will be from 12:00 - 4:00.  The girls should be able 
to make a bracelet, necklaces, and crazy pins. 

Helpers will be needed to help set up, take down, 
and help with crimping. Snacks will be provided 

for the early bird helpers. Helpers need to park on 
portico side at the Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

http://www.nvbs.org/
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and go to the fellowship hall.  Helpers should 
bring some basic tools. 

 
On May 10, 2014 there will be classes "Bead 

Bootcamp" for beginning beaders, such as right 
angle weave, peyote, and brick stitch. 

More information will be coming on these classes. 
The Bead Auction is May 1,2014.  Don't forget to 
donate and more workers are needed. It will be 
held at the Vienna Community Center at 7:00. 
MEMBERS OR NOT, EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

PLEASE ATTEND! 
Helen, our treasurer, said a final financial report 

will be available soon. 
Melissa Graokowsky-Shippee was our guest 

speaker and instructor for April 7,8, and 9, 2014 
that were taught at the Vienna Arts Center. Her 

speech was very interesting as she described how 
she got started in beading. 

The beading classes were great fun. We are 
looking forward to her return visit. 

Please think about joining our group.  We have 
lots of fun and prices are cheaper for classes. 

 

May’s Meeting was our fun filled Live and 
Silent auction! 

                                             
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Beth teaches members 
of the NVBS how to 

weave paper 
beads at Nancy 
Moats home... 
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Upcomin
g Bead 
Retreat 
FYI: 
 
NVBS 
member

s: join Laura McCabe, Sherry Serafini and 
Maggie Meister at Beading in the Ozarks, 
August 14-17, 2014. All NVBS members will 
get a $95 discount for the weekend retreat 
as long as they specify that they are NVBS 
members on the registration form 
(www.beadingintheozarks.com). It will be 
fun so come join us! 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

To view or download the current NVBS By-
Laws please visit 

www.nvbs.org/membership/by-laws 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

To view or download NVBS forms, past 
newsletters, meeting minutes, etc., please 

visit www.nvbs.org/member_files 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Board Meeting Minutes are available upon 
request.  Just send an e-mail to 

info.nvbs@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Would you like AUTOMATIC REMINDERS for 
NVBS meetings and events?  Join: 

www.meetup.com/NVBS-Jewelry-Classes/ 
Reminders are sent to your e-mail a week 

and a day before each event. 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Findings will be spotlighting several 

members in every newsletter. This is open 
to any paid member. Submissions must be 
made by the 15th of January, April, July or 

October. Answer some questions or send in 
a blurb about you and I will present it in our 

spotlight corner. Email me at 
newsletter.nvbs@yahoo.com and I will give 
you some questions to answer. Thanks! Lisa 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
WANTED 
Send me the name and e-mail addresses for 
submitting event information to your local 
paper.  I don't know what is out there until 
you let me know what freebie paper or paid 
subscription you are getting at your home.  
Thanks!  Contact Pam at 
media_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

 
  

http://www.nvbs.org/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & 
DATES: 

Monthly meetings: 7:00 social, 7:30 meeting, 8:00 speaker 
Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry Street, SE Vienna, VA 

22180 

May 2014 

 BEAD BLAST 

Leader/Daughter Bead Blast - May 22 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

6:30 - 9:00 

Members are invited to assist the Girl Scouts of 

Service Unit 50 - 8 in helping to assemble a few 

beading projects. This opportunity also 

establishes that we are offering outreach to our 

youth. Free dinner included Oakton United 

Methodist Church, Chain Bridge Road, Oakton, 

VA. (church is near Miller RD and Luciano's and 

parking is behind the older white Sanctuary, 

enter through the back door). Bring your tools, 

NVBS apron, and a willingness to work with 

girls and adults! It will be a Blast - Bead Blast, 

that is! 

Questions? Contact Nancy Moats, if you wish to 

volunteer. smoats5555@aol.com, 703 281 1206 

 

 June 2014 

Nancy Moats (NVBS Member)  
Meeting is Thursday June 5th  

Nancy will talk about her extensive 
collection of Trade Beads and their 

history.  We will also have a Bead Swap. 

 

 July & August 2014 

 Summer Break - watch Meet up site for 
Just Beading events 

 

September 2014 

Diane Dennis (NVBS Member) 
Meeting Thursday September 11th 

Workshop Sept 13th 

 

October 2014 

• Amy Katz, (NVBS Member)  
Meeting Thursday October 9th  

(with her new book and signing)  

 

November 2014 

• Laura McCabe,  
Meeting is October 30 and the 

workshops are Oct 31, Nov 1 & 2       

Look for registration details for Diane Dennis and Laura McCabe’s classes to be sent via email 
shortly.  Please sign up for the classes early, as if there are not enough sign-ups up in advance we 

will cancel the classes. 

http://www.nvbs.org/
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NVBS Board & Committee Members’ Email Listing 
 

Diane Dennis President president.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Lisa Norton Vice-President vice_president.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Diana Ivey Secretary info.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Helen Victor Treasurer treasurer.nvbs@yahoo.com 
   
 
Vacant Volunteer Chair volunteer_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Nancy Moats Girl Scout Coordinator girlscout_coordinator.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Beth Eltinge & Denise 
Rivers Auction Coordinators auction_coordinator.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Mardi Trout  Webmaster webmaster.nvbs@yahoo.com 

 
Pam Troutman 

 
Media Chair & 
Publicist media_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

 
Lisa Renee Norton Newsletter Editor newsletter.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Paulette Baron Programs Chair programs_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 
 
Kristen Ho 
 

Program Instructor 
Liaisons program_instructorliaison.nvbs@yahoo.com 

 
Susan Etkind Program Logistics program_logistics.nvbs@yahoo.com 

   
 
Vacant 

Hospitality 
Coordinator hospitality.nvbs@yahoo.com 

 
Marilu DelCarpio Outreach Chair outreach_chair.nvbs@yahoo.com 

   
Please note: A space between words in the e-mail indicates an underscore _ 
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Member Happenings: 
 

  

 

Pam Troutman writes: 
Stopped by Woodlawn Plantation to see the Needlework Exhibit. Was surprised to find my necklace right as 
you start the "tour". Kate's necklace was next to mine. I received a second place Beth Miles Eltinge took first 
in beading. This won first place in original adult beadwork at the 2014 Woodlawn Needlework Show. 
Below is a picture of the necklace that took first place at the Woodlawn Needlework Show this year.  Pam 
Troutman won second and Kate Costello got an honorable mention.  
 
 
                                                  
 
                                   
                                            
 
                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lisa Norton was asked by Stampington Publications to submit specific three pairs of earring from her etsy site to be 
published in their upcoming issues. One pair listed here was in their spring 2014 publication of Jewelry Affaire. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.nvbs.org/


 Findings by the Northern Virginia Bead Society   Spring 2014 
A non-profit organization - www.NVBS.org - www.meetup.com/NVBS-Jewelry-Classes 

 

 

Page 11   

 
The Northern Virginia Bead Society (NVBS) was 
created in February of 1992 and initially had 13 
members. We are a non-profit organization. 
 
Our purpose is to encourage members of the 
community to appreciate and participate in the visual 
arts through beads. We endeavor to provide a 
network for education opportunities and the 
exchange of ideas about beads and techniques in 
beading. 

JOIN US AT OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Everyone welcome! 
Meetings are usually held on the first Thursday of the 
month at the Vienna Community Center (VCC), 120    
Cherry St., SE, Vienna, VA. 

700 p.m.–Social Time                                                                                               
7:30 p.m.–Business 
7:45 p.m.–Program  
 
Our Programs vary from bead history and lore to  
demonstrations, how-tos, and more.   

Visit our web site at www.nvbs.org for the latest 
information and our list of speakers and workshops. 
 
Findings Contribution Deadlines:  
Spring - submissions by January 15 – published in 
February 
Summer – submissions by April 15 – published in May                                      
Fall – submissions by July 15 – published in August                                          
Winter – submissions by October 15 – published in  
    November 
 
Advertising - Single Insertion Rates 
Full Page 7 1/4” x 10” $75 
Half Page, horizontal 7 1/2” x 5”   $55 
Quarter Page, 3 3/4” x 5”   $35 
Business Card, 2” x 3 1/2”    $20 
 
Please send camera-ready copy with payment to 
NVBS, c/o Findings Editor, PO Box 2258, Vienna, VA 
22183-2258 or send a digital JPEG file to 
newsletter.nvbs@yahoo.com (you will be contacted 
for payment information).
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